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1INTRODUCTION
Boston, probably the most historical city in the
United States, was founded in 1650, V»Tlthln the boundaries
of Boston occurred the Boston Tea Party, the Boston Massacre
and various other stirring events that shaped the destiny
of our land,
Boston call v/ell point with pride to its early educational
activities that produced men like John Adams, Benjamin
Franklin, Cotton Mather, John Hancock, and others. Popular
education in America had its birth in Boston, The Public
Latin School was established in 1635 and the oldest school
in the world supported by taxation v/as founded in the
neighboring town of Dorchester which was later annexed to
Boston. In 1682 the old Colonial writing and ciphering
schools were established and in 1821 the English High School
was opened--the oldest public general high school in the
United States, The city is proud of its system of public
education from the time that Philemon Pormort was appointed
master of the Latin School in 1635 to the present day when
it now maintains an efficient corps of teachers numbering
almost 5,000 and a pupil enrollment of more than 147,000,
.
Boston is an outstanding city of diversified manufacture
|
and commerce. It is not a city of one dominant manufacture
nor is its import and export business specialized in one line.
I
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It boasts of the chief seaport in New England and one of the
largest in the United States,
i|
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A history of Boston’s population begins a few years
!
after the turn of the seventeenth century. The first arrivals
in Boston in 1630 n\imbered betv/een 700 and 800, With later
arrivals this number was increased to 2,000 making Boston the
largest settlement on the American coast at that time. In 182C
the population numbered more than 43,000 and with an increas-
! ing number of immigrants the figiare rose to 136,881 in 1850;
670,585 in 1910; and 781,188 in 1930,
Boston ranks foremost as a city of culture and learning.
In the city of Boston and its immediate vicinity are located
the following colleges and universities: Harvard University,
Boston University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Boston College, Simmons College, Emmanual College, Tufts
College, Northeastern University, as well as many other
|
smaller institutions of learning. Its libraries, museums,
and ever so many historical sites all contribute toward
making it the educational center of the world.
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PURPOSE
It is the purpose of this thesis to trace the develop-
ment of commercial education in the day high schools of the !
i
1
city of Boston, In order to understand the changes taking
place from the time commercial work first appeared in any
high school to the present, it is necessary to consider the
changing objectives of commercial education and the forces
producing these changes. In the light of these changing
objectives this thesis will attempt to show how the curriculum
has been reorganized to meet the demands of society.
SOURCES OF INFORMATION
Original as well as secondary sources furnished the
required information. Early records of the town of Boston
on file in the City Hall, various acts of the Colonies on
record at the State House, school documents and records on
file in the three principal high schools considered in this
study, i.e.. Public Latin School, English High School, and
the High School of Commerce, superintendent’s reports and
school board reports all furnished original data. Textbooks,
books dealing with the history of commercial education, and
pamphlets issued by the school committee of the city of Boston
were the chief sources of secondary information.
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WHAT IS COMMERCIAL EDUCATION?
1
I
Before an intelligent study can be made of the secondary
commercial curriculum it is necessary to come to an understand-
ing as to what is embraced in the term "commercial education".
The Report of the Commission on the Reorganization of
1
Secondary Education states: "By secondary commercial educa-
1
tion this committee understands that training of the secondary'
j
i school, direct and related, the aim of which is to equip
young people for entrance into business life. Assuredly
those going into business are entitled to an education,
which, so far as possible, will give breadth of view and
' catholicity of Interest, as well as facility in performing
i
I
I
some specific task in the business world* The committee
believes, therefore, that secondary commercial education i
|l
can and should be made liberal, and at the same time prepare
for some branch or branches of business."
I
'I
The Important part of the foregoing is "the aim of
which is to equip young people for entrance into business
life". The term "business life" is used to denote participa-
tion in that economic activity which supplies human wants
i
as distinguished from other social-service activities. It
Includes all the business services that have to do with
|
I
organizing, financing, staffing, housing, and managing a
|
commercial enterprise as distinguished from those that have
1 United States Bureau of Education Bulletin, 1919, No. 55
Business Training in the Secondary Schools
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to do with manual productivity in such an enterprise. It is
not to be expected that fully equipped business men and
women will be graduated from hi^ school. However, it is
to be expected that those graduates of high schools, who
have taken the commercial course, will have greater prospects
of ultimate success than those not attending high school.
Again, it should be noted that high school commercial ed-
ucation is not confined to those who will graduate. It is
equally concerned with those who are likely to drop out at
various stages in the high school.
Objectives of Commercial Education
There is considerable disagreement as to objectives by
writers and much discussion of social-economic objectives
versus preparation for employment. TA/hereas the Report of
the Commission on Reorganization of Secondary Education, in
1919, emphasized the preparing of yoimg people for some
branch of business, recent studies have shown definite
trends toward giving all students an understanding of busi-
ness in order to fit them for a society in which business
is one of the great social forces.
A study made in 1933 simmarized the trends of aims in
1
business education as follows:
1. Continued emphasis upon the aim of preparing
pupils for simple office positions.
1 Jessie Graham, The Evolution of Business Education in the
United States and its Implications for the Preparation of
Secondary Teachers of Business Subjects. So. Calif. Ed.
Monographs 1933-34 Series #2 pp 52 - 76
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2* Increased emphasis upon the adaptation of
j
business education to the needs of social and
i
civic life*
3* A trend toward giving necessary business in-
I
formation and skills for all pupils for use in
||
personal, social, and civic life.
!|
!i
4* A trend toward universal recognition of the I
identification of the aims of business educa-
tion with those of all secondary education.
5* A trend toward the analysis of the Individual
business subjects resulting in statements of
aim and objective determination of course
content.
1
Nichols states that all the objectives of secondary
i
education are objectives of commercial education. He lists
the objectives of high school commercial education as
follows: 'I
1. To make the largest possible contribution
toward the achievement of the six non-vocation-
al aims of secondary education which are n
usually stated as follows:
a* Health
b. Command of fundamental processes
c. Worthy home membership
d. Civic education
1 Frederick G. Nichols, Commercial Education in the High
School pp 240 - 241
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e* Worthy use of leisure
Ethical character
2m To develop occupational intelligence to the
highest possible degree having in mind business
organization, management, service, and employ-
ment •
3* To develop the kind and degree of vocational
skill required for successful functioning in
a recognized initial contract- job.
In setting up desirable objectives of secondary school
commercial e<3.ucation it has been contended that skill should
be one of the desirable outcomes of business training in
the high school period# Formerly there was only one way to
make a beginning in a business career—through an office
position, usually as a bookkeeper# Later the stenographic
field furnished the best means of approach# Today while
both of these are most desirable there are other approaches
available# Machines have Invaded the business field and
new skills are reqiiired. Office workers are expected to
possess them# The general high school cannot furnish all
the skills. However, the high school should furnish a
sound fundamental education, an understanding of business
relationships and one worthwhile skill to each pupil in
the commercial course#
There has been a sincere effort for a number of years
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to make the principles of commercial education square with
the principles of general education# Great progress has
been made in research in the field of commercial education#
More research is needed to determine what social and economic
values should be tied-up with commercial subjects, what the
present demand of business is in the way of training needs,
what additional types of employment are open to pupils in
addition to the traditional bookkeeping and stenographic
fields, and in what way the desired goals can be achieved
in less time and with more efficiency# How the commercial
work in the day high schools of the city of Boston has
changed in attempting to meet the various objectives set up
for commercial education is shown in the following pages#
.
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EARLY HISTORY OF COMMERCIAL EDUCATION IN BOSTON HIGH SCHOOLS
Public Latin School
It is common knowledge that the Public Latin School
played an important part in the early history of education
in Boston, From the time of its founding in 1635 to the
present day it has been entirely concerned with preparing
young men for the university. However, it is Interesting
to note that there were subjects taught in this school
that in later years formed an Important part of the high
school commercial curriculijim. Inasmuch as it was the
first school established in Boston, it is only logical that
a study be made of its earliest history in order to ascertain
if any branches of commercial education did emanate from
this source.
So far as education of a "commercial” nature in the
Latin school is concerned, this thesis, in order to con-
form to its title must refer only to those classes in this
school that might roughly be compared v/ith our high school
commercial classes. In various school committee reports
published during the nineteenth century, the subjects of
arithmetic, geography, and penmanship are mentioned in
those sections dealing with the regulation of the Public
Latin School, Inasmuch as the curriculum at times extended
over six years and even eight years, it is assumed that the
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upper four years represents the high school, and if geography,
arithmetic, or penmanship were taught during these years
it may he assumed further that commercial education was
carried on in the higher groups of the Public Latin School.
Early Course of Study
The course of study from 1655 to 1814 was made up en-
1
tirely of the classics. In 1814 the curriculum was extended
from a four year course to a five year course. On June
28, 1814, the sub-commit tee for the Public Latin School,
appointed by the school committee, made the follov/lng
recommendations: "The two highest classes shall be taught
arithmetic and geography as required for admission to
Harvard College" and "lads shall be required to write in
2
a fair hand". In the 1803 Harvard entrance requirements
arithmetic and geography were specified as required sub-
jects, This factor apparently lead to the recommendations
of 1814, It cannot be ascertained definitely with the
available data at what dates these subjects v/ere actually
introduced into the Latin School. The geography and
arithmetic requirements for Harvard College v/ere taught either
in the South Writing School or the Public Latin School,
In the curriculum for 1823 it is specified that
LaCroix's Arithmetic and Worcester’s Geography be taught
in the last two years of school. Roughly, the last tv/o
1 Pauline Holmes, A Tercentenary History of the Boston
Public Latin School 1655-1955 pp 252 - 269
2 Ibid, pp 83 - 84

11
years corresponds to the junior and senior classes. It
was advised by the school committee of that time that these
subjects be offered in order that the pupils be well prepared
to meet the Harvard College requirements.
One can readily see that the subjects of penmanship,
ar1.thmetic, and geography did not form an Important part
of the Latin School curriculum. They were taught, however,
in grades corresponding to the present-day high school and
1
the following brief chronological record is adequate enou^
to understand the part this school played in the development
of commercial education in the city of Boston,
From 1835 throu^ 1851 the catalogue of the Boston
Public Latin School was not published. There is a record
from the testimony of President Eliot of Harvard that the
2
curriculum of the school remained unchanged,
1852 - a six year course. Arithmetic and geography
were taught in the first two years but inasmuch as it was
a six year course the tim.e involved could not compare with
our regular four year high school course. Penmanship was
tau^t every year except the last year,
1870 - The teaching of penmanship in the upper four
grades was discontinued. Geography in “relation to climate,
soil, manufactures, and commerce" was being tau^t,
1876 - elgiht year course. Geography was taught during
the first six years. This was in effect from 1876 to 1879,
1 Public Latin School Catalogues 1824-1834, 1852-1906
2 Address delivered by President Eliot of Harvard at the
275 th anniversary of the Latin School, 1910
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1879 - The course of instruction was changed from an
eight year course to a six year course and thence to a four
year course for grammar school graduates.
1891 - From this date on there is no mention of pen-
manship, arithmetic, or geography in the various curricula
published.
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English High School
Approximately 150 years after the opening of the Public
Latin School the citizens of Boston voiced the opinion that
the Latin School was not sufficient to fulfill the educa-
tional needs of all the older boys in the tov/n. The curri-
culum of the Latin School prepared the boys for the univer-
sity and was not designed to prepare boys for active busines
life in the community.
During 1820 the subject of a new school to prepare
boys for mercantile and mechanical pursuits was discussed
freely among the citizens. They objected to sending their
boys out of tov;n to a special academy to receive instruction
that the Boston educational system did not afford. They
argued that their boys who intended to enter business did
not have the same opportunities as those who intended to
enter college. All this discussion came to a head at a tov/n
meeting held in Paneuil Hall, January 15, 1821, when the
citizens voted to establish the "English Classical School",
designed, in the v/ords of the committee, "to give a child an
education that shall fit him for active life, and shall
serve as a foundation for eminence in his profession,
v/hether mercantile or mechanical". The committee had report
ed that the establishment of such a school "would raise
the literary and scientific character of the tov/n, would
Ifoor).:
J. nj.fi J c
. ...
r
< j. ^
.... Oi‘:J
* '* f ^ '
'I . ' 1 ^
I -i, J - - ’- ^ •
**'
.>
f ''n } ^rft- •CC-, O':; ‘Q j1 „ / * .O J c . ' J. U
''.r:':rs ic:- -^v- iC' r*o" t-J J
'='
.
'
• .
*
-•'r«'' *1 > ^ r C '> '^ ’ ' * c\>y - *' --'
— . ..
*
-v ' 'r r ‘ r r ^
YOi: ^iicJ icox.oc:
o:- jo.;- X -•Jo wV
.
^ct.:.‘r-r. ICO 'ii. iJ--
r *
.’ Il/V
Isoi ojr ;.t- •>*i
'
'-O'i s'COo
-
-
.t Icr>o-}- « t'"
j>‘) « :. If 0o j - T.B tt
-fo • Or. .-J vrr -O V.LOO
--1
r: '...
, i ccf r.?Xojqc o- -;vc ijC'
r :cd
•• n-c. ' lpf\c-I;r/?o. .. ' r.o^. j.''.,. -ii 0
bJ-^j 'y -ry. y-(: o:^ ix^nnoJrri aiy
evi^o ,o
C? ; )fs QfiO ff '<-" ‘'ti'.' JGOii.i O"
fxwod B .1 - ocj ^»n.0 C .U.- rOcIi'
j/1^ noi? • - r ,
"
-im/;;-.- , .b-
.
'
"ot.tiijq X.'-. C'.' 0" ”X'.^. '3 :X .••-
,
r
^'".'('('J T” O ^ *O ij -j'.lt.
;:t If*'. . nffoo y -^yjO
'
,f
-;
. 0 ‘ '. i ’ X • - '
^
,
'.
: i -^ -- Jov r
’ j Xo
1 i.j.:. X.lo s >'v-- X—oo
'10
r
)
• i
v.Xi iX ,
•• .';•’.• •.->/:•
jr^rX ,rrc : J c'
..
, .
:, -; /' OVI-'C
-
,
' *• >r''
•
•
I'
- j. X i yi • -
X 0 i)ii’V i ' O ’• ^
!
-•j.- - 3
i -' j 0 3“'! C J Ox'XXXilw • J— -O .0 ^ xJ
•J -.' ." •‘i V>
h.': cy c. r) ic
ifSr'AV 1. . -- 'A
14
incite our youth to a laudable ambition of distinguishing
themselves in the pursuit and acquisition of knowledge,
and would give strength and stability to the civil and
1
religious institutions of our country”. The school, the
site of which was on the grounds of the present State House,
opened in May, 1821.
There is no doubt of the importance of the town meeting
that established this kind of education, yet it is interest-
ing to read a brief accomt of the meeting from the news- i
papers published at the time. One reported: "At the Town
Meeting yesterday it was voted to establish the English
|j
I
j
Classical School; and establish a law requiring the oc-
1
cupants of houses to clear the snow from the sidewalks
|
within 24 hours from its falling under penalty of |4 for
2
neglect and $2 for every subsequent day of neglect".
j
t
Another paper reported the meeting more completely with
j
the following paragraph: "The new school which the town has
{
I
with so much unaminity voted to add to its already excellent
I
system of education is to be composed of boys from 12 to
I
15 years of age, entered annually; the course of studies
|
to be for three years, in yearly classes; lads suitably
I
j
qualified can be admitted to advanced standing. Boys to
I be admitted must be well qualified with reading, writing,
3
English grammar and arithmetic as far as simple proportion".
I
The studies reported in this article following the above
1 Semi-Centennial of the English High School May 2 1871 p lOJ
:
2 Boston Dally Advertiser, January 18, 1821 p 1
3 Columbian Centinel, January 17, 1821 p 1
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j
paragraph are apparently Incomplete and in order to get
i’
I the most accurate data available, the Boston Town Records for
1
1821 were consulted.
First Course of Study
Studies of the First Class - Composition, Reading from
the Approved Authors; Exercises in Criticism comprising
critical analyses of the language, grammar and style of the
best English authors, their errors and beauties; Declamation;
Geography; Arithmetic (cont’d) and Algebra,
Studies of the Second Class - Composition, Reading;
Exercises in Criticism; Declamation; Algebra; Ancient
and Modern History; Logic; Geometry; Trigonometry; Mensur-
ation of Heights and Distances; Navigation and Surveying;
Mensuration of Superficials and Solids; Forensic Discuss-
ions,
Studies of the Third Class - Composition; Exercises
in Criticism; Declamation; Mathematics; Logic; History
(particularly that of the United States) Natural Philosophy
i
including Astronomy; Moral and Political Philosophy,
Although the English High School was established
primarily to aid boys who intended to pursue a business
I
career, it may be noted that in the above list of prescribed
subjects only two studies, i,e,, arithmetic and geography are
now taught in high school commercial departments. In the 1821
1 Boston Town Records, 1821, Volume 37 pp 167 - 169
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records there was no mention of any other subject that
later became a part of the commercial curriculum. Yet,
in a pamphlet published in 1922 by the department heads of
1
the English High School, it is stated that penmanship and
bookkeeping were also introduced in 1821, In order to
verify this statement the original records in the school
were examined and it was found that geography, bookkeeping,
and arithmetic were taught by the early instructors in
this school. Although there is no mention of penmanship
either in the official list of prescribed studies or in
the individual teacher’s reports for 1821, there is spec-
ified in the School Committee Records for 1838 that the
’’several divisions shall also receive instruction in spell-
ing, reading, writing, English grammar, declamation,
2
composition, and the French language”. It is reasonable to
suppose that penmanship became a part of the English Hi^
School curriculum within a few years after its establish-
ment.
i
For the purpose of tracing the development of com-
mercial education we can accurately state there there were
three subjects of a commercial nature offered in this school
at the time of its establishment and one added but a few
years later. They were arithmetic, bookkeeping, geography,
and p enman ship
,
During the first fifty years of its existence, the
1 Reports of Departments of Instruction E, H, S. 1922-23
2 Boston Town Records - 1838
I
English High School did not make any change affecting the
teaching of these four subjects* In the various City
Documents from 1821 onward, the Regulations of the English
High School as set down by the School Committee remained
very much the same* In the curricula outlined from year to
year in the School Committee reports there is always to be
found the following requirement: "Review of the preparatory
studies in the textbooks authorized to be used in the
1
grammar and v/rlting schools"* From this statement it is
reasonably certain that penmanship, bookkeeping, arithmetic,
and geography continued to be tau^t at the English High
School because these subjects were first introduced in the
grammar and writing schools.
The "Visiting Committees"
In an examination of the early Boston City Documents
there was no published record of a "visiting committee"
calling at the English High School to personally examine
each pupil* However, in 1848 the report of the school
committee does make mention of a visiting committee calling
at the school that year* From the samples of questions re-
corded it can be readily seen that their geography and
arithmetic were the forerunners of commercial geography and
commercial arithmetic* The textbooks mentioned for the
teaching of these subjects are the following: Robinson’s
Book-keeping, North American Arithmetic, and Worcester’s
1 Boston City Documents, 1841, City Docijment #21 p 19

or Field's Geography.
During these visits the committee made recommendations
from time to time bearing on the teaching of these subjects.
Invariably the importance of penmanship was emphasized and
it was required that the pupils develop a "fine or running
hand". In the recommendations of 1841 it was suggested
that the teaching of the geography of the United States be
given more thought than the teaching of geography of the
foreign lands. "In history and geography we would recommend
a more careful attention to our own country. These are of
primary importance and a boy or girl should be taught
thoroughly the history and geography of his or her own
country before going beyond anything more than the outlines
of those of other countries. In most schools this rule is
not observed with sufficient care. We especially found it
difficult to obtain correct answers to questions about the
1
condition and government of our own country...." Book-
keeping was regarded as a highly Important subject not only
because of its practical value but also because of the
practice in penmanship it afforded. One committee reported
as follows: "Independent of the important practical in-
formation obtained by a knowledge of book-keeping even by
single entry, it is an excellent practice in penmanship
and more agreeable for the advanced classes than the contin-
2
ued use of the ordinary copy books" •
1 Boston City Dociments, 1841, City Document #29 p 3
2 Ibid, p 12
'x; C 1 \
.
t - K-
v:- f >.i* r 3 .J 1^.1 V :..r''UM
, '.Jo'7i\Cj-^ t'^oili. L. 0 f ::)/f;^ ‘irj-xriocf £> IS o:! ;v >s rr^"
'V-rr 'I •-
-.xroc Ic . OX: .kI . , •;rn:i;_v:'I
‘
:'-?V'''j oj:;,y;
-; drij ctfcr:., ^a,. ;;
J. T,.;;; -re. nn'‘’.i;ctEjbrronir'<, o»='*x c?;':i- r:i
.
“
‘ rf;;rf
0.. n^oEj- ....;.,'j jxij *ic -/\ r-ryoop, os-:S lo . ;:.;J Oi.S S::xi:t
'
•
* “ Co ’ J.0
^
I
. 0 :o?j o :;ri\.';' XIjTi.'.J .rji' X.K
. :
Ln }' 7110 o j-j liX./o'i.* o,-.' \ri -3 / .^ ” f •' ' ** - 'T '•^c
Xc 3-- ' >c.'
-f • ^^--jfiroo m.r
-i;/o CJ IirXfj-I.XO 3-C' J3
c-Xv' iiX 9ci i-X'.-cne X x *. ‘r.: ^ 3 oc.:iC'r : -77..
^S - • ' •'•> 'tC aoK'XiT-Oj^ *j/7i3 vfioc'-X^ 3 /iJ- ',-^A^::c‘
c^/KIrrcro dri.+ nsxfd -..
-lo. •• :mJ.AC -.1 i>ro\y<S •)-o’loo
3... oi;;'_ c.oic/ 3 j •c- -
,
' AjlSijioo 'i 'CiSo Az n:cdu Xo
W.J. w.rfr/o'.'.
-j:; • 3
• 0
. -zn;> -Jan r'jiv: f>ev--ir^r.o'c :;on
OflX dxjocfr, :.
.•^' i ; :. jX'- .,; eh' 'Z run .t oe'^x*-" ^ - «• • •
r
...
.
. w ^ ^
~ »•,,. ''.iiJ'oo rr.vc ''i.t.'O O.o 'Xc •rL'T'i9 vc''- iix.'j- n' ."; jJ. ;;r o
-IX’-O Xorr Jooc/xo;
..-x-ro.lr.l Vl/lvvl-:.: s fx) .&-«: C *-Vi ':;i- -i-ooo::
7i*J o oE.i. * jijX 9;;j! 'V X. :ijj. '!' )?
v:
.rr.^
,
.
' '
-loXX? dX • -XranxjrTieo x«i joJAo^i^q
X.30 . ioc.'-x'r Jrtio'c v^ncl; dac; 'io dAcmavrt'XA^” : r./e.rXol
vcf novo 7!C.l i oy-XoocT Xo ‘.vv^Ia. on:.' e '70 bcnXrX^'o ncldorr-xcl
oX/'C (nni.fo I'x Ool-. Xnc/;i,:o:-o :in ri J^X '
.
.
• 7^ r •; jvno t*IonXc
.' o o.i'l.j nJ3i:X, o'>>a;.^Xo ro.o.'f.-’V xs io'i o X Xo>^.-
.j
c
onc.'r Sj^ib
. '‘COloOC) 0 ’'V: OX- 'IC 3 C[X Xo 3 8 J/ X.3n
GIRL’S HIGH SCHOOL
In 1825 a high school for girls was established in
the tov/n of Boston and at its opening session 286 girls
applied for admission. The course of study was designed to
cover three years and among the subjects taught, which
later became an important part of the commercial curriculum,
were: modem and ancient geography, intellectual and written
arithmetic, and book-keeping by single entry, A large part
of the curriculum was made up of grammar, mathematics,
history, and science. Due largely to dissention within the
school ranks, particularly among the masters of the writing
schools, who claimed that the new school attracted their
best pupils, the school was abandoned in 1828,
Prom 1828 to 1855 the educational needs of the girls
were taken care of by the grammar and writing schools. The
girls were allowed to remain in these schools two years
longer than the boys and it was regarded by the school
authorities that this extra two-year privilege made up for
the lack of a high school for girls.
In 1853 a petition containing 3,000 signatures calling
for the establishment of higji school courses for girls was
presented to the school committee. At a meeting of the
school committee on November 14, 1854, it was decided to
introduce high school studies for girls into the existing
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normal school
A new state law of 1827 specifying certain subjects
be taught in communities throughout the commonwealth was
responsible in some measure for the foimding of this school.
The law referred to read as follows; "....And every city
or town or district containing 500 families or householders
shall be provided v/ith such teacher or teachers for such
term of time as shall be equivalent to 24 months, for one
school in a year and shall be provided with a master of
good morals competent to’ instruct in addition to the
branches of learning aforesaid (orthography, reading,
writing, English grammar, geography, mathematics, and good
behavior) the history of the United States, book-keeping
1
by single entry, geometry, surveying, and algebra.,..”
Thus the normal school, established in 1852 to pre-
pare young women for the teaching profession, came to house
the high school and acquired the name of the "Girl’s Hi^
and Normal School”.
In the school committee regulations for 1855 pertain-
ing to the Girl’s High and Normal School, geography is
noted in the course of study. However, the following state-
ment is evidence that other business subjects were taught
the girls. This statement, grouped v/lth the list of pre-
scribed studies, read as follows: ”A thorough review of
2
the subjects pursued in the grammar school”. Prom this
3 Laws of Massachusetts, 1825-1828, Chap. CXLllI Sec. IV 10
2 School Committee Documents, 1855, Regulations of the
Girl ’ s High and Normal School
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regulation it may be assumed with a fair degree of accuracy
that in common with the English High School
geography, bookkeeping, and penmanship were
high school.
arithmetic,
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE TEACHING SERVICE
For almost 200 years after the appointment of
Philemon Pormort, in 1635, to be Boston’s first teacher
there was no effort made to train teachers for the pro-
fession. The teachers of the earlier schools were men,
many of them clergymen or former clergymen. All were
scholars and many had been educated in old Cambridge. The
early laws of the colonies required towns of 50 householders
to provide "a schoolmaster to teach children and youth to
read and write—a discreet person of good conversation well
1
instructed in the tongues." In addition to this social ob-
ligation a certain moral obligation was imposed. Every
grammar schoolmaster was required to be approved by the
minister of the town and also by the ministers of the
2
two adjacent towns. For the greater part of the eight-
eenth century Boston depended upon the selectmen for the
engaging of teachers. In 1703, the town of Boston voted
"that the selectmen do take care to procure some meet per-
3
son to be an assistant to Mr. Ezeklell Cheever."
In 1789 the first school committee, "authorized to
exercise all the powers relating to the schools and the
school master", was chosen, consisting of the selectmen and
4
one member from each ward.
The school committee was reorganized in 1822, 1835
1 Province Laws, 1692-93 Chapter 26
2 Province Laws, 1701-02 Chapter 10
3 Boston Town Records - 1703
4 .Tn«. M. Wlcrhtman. Annals of the Primary School p 7
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1854, and again in 1875 when, due to annexation and the
growth of the city, the numher on the committee became 116.
I
The new committee had 25 members consisting of the mayor
and 24 members elected at large, in groups of eight each, ^
1
serving three years.
Early Methods of Appointment to the Teaching Service
I
For many years most of the teachers owed their appoint-
ment to the personal interest in them by a school committee-
man. The adjnini stration system in force for a number of
years lent itself to this method of selecting teachers. The
schools were divided into geographical divisions of the
city such as Charlestown, Brighton, Roxbury, etc. Each
!
i
group of schools was under the guidance and direction of
five members of the school board. V</hen a vacancy would
occur, the master of the school would notify the chairman
|
of the group of five that ruled his district, A name v/ould
be suggested by one of the five and after the candidate re-
ceived a majority vote the name was then referred to the
nominations committee for further approval. The appoint-
ments that were made from time to time in this manner in
which favoritism could play an important part, led to bitter
v/rangling and much ill feeling.
Due to the efforts of Samuel R. Hall, who in Vermont
in 1823, opened the first academy in the country for the
training of teachers, and others, more attention was given
1 Acts of 1875, Chapter 241
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to teacher training. It was Hall who said, "Educate men for
the business of teaching, employ them and pay them when
1
educated". Boston was slow in realizing the need for
normal schools and it was particularly lax in devising a
plan for determining fitness of teachers.
Boston Normal School
The Boston Normal School, founded for the purpose of
preparing young women to become teachers, was established
in 1852, The instruction in the earlier years of the school
required only one year for completion, but in 1888 the
course was lengthened to one and one-ha3 f years; in 1892,
the course was further extended to two years. In 1913
occurred a further reorganization of the work of the school.
The courses of study were made three years in length, the
academic content was broadened, and much of the work of the
school was raised to collegiate grade. Through an act of
the General Court, April 11, 1922, the school committee re-
ceived permission to grant degrees of Bachelor of Education
and Bachelor of Science in Education to graduates of a four
year course in the Boston Normal School, Through an act
of the General Court (Chapter 16 of the Laws of 1926) the
committee was fin?ther empowered to grant the degree of
Master of Education to those completing a graduate course
in the now-called Teachers College, Thus the training now
offered prospective teachers by the city of Boston compares
I
I
1 Edgar W, Knight, Education in the United States
, p 309
.ef.'WloT TTftfli ecJ-jaoxffeS” .51*’ ; i>:i.
(teinv meriJ x^v l'Cib p.^vi 2i- •U e ijd’ er^.i
r
t:o1 fx=>r‘ ' dd ? 'r.f: ./cXr^ o.jbw aocfaofi . " ->DfJo©
j3 •'. ^ r
- iyei> -tl xaX xX'’:^XuoU‘x«n f.B’.v f:-; >r»p. eXcotlne I/Sfnicn
.H'lQnoaoct 2.) aeanSIt ^flXnXcens Job ‘lol lieTi
looaob Xiturrio^i ncJeoQ
rco'.< bohrtt/oT; ..Coorfiv"' noJecS odT
8 j5vr ^"o:o.fior,o ouwotiCf ot r?eoiow fini'irtqe'iq
frocioa on\t ‘?o odJ nX aoJJoi/'iJf aX eilT .2601 nS.
:jdJ 3881 nX' ^itcxv •.•ic'aco" -TCi srco -^Xno i'>eT'X;j}-e‘i
,2vi8I nJt &ftt; ftno oJ p.bw ^exx/oo
t/Al.C nl p^aov owJ oJ bsbAoJxo •jlsuXJ'JxjTl ‘rxiroo orfJ'
. "‘oQrfoe >dJ '‘to >l'iow eiirf 'ic nciJfssXnftg'roex 'X-5do*‘T: '>
odo nl o&rfrll ovsm 0‘i©w ic sofexi/co oifT
r
m
aric? 'io >i‘‘XO\v e/fJ lo rfoix/rr &rr^ ,i>)fxobf5C'Kf 8/:v» v+r.octaoo r>Jni;7X»finfl
"Ic Xog. CT^ it^j^iyxri .obB'cg rxo*^ oJ JbeeXi-'s suw foodof?,
-f.T :-OuwXiwjOO loor-os add ^2291
^
r r rj-t^ ... e'.-T
ixt> iJj’oxxbU lo 'xc 2oo‘T^-^ 5 Jrmig oJ rrol-: sXa.'ioq I)©yXeo
'ij.ro‘i 3 '^o 80 oJ f nX *'- oxto i r •- lo xoIerfox-S Lrip.
:Jo£5 xtB iigi/O'T'^'' , ‘‘'oodo.'X ffinrioiT ffcJaod e.rl4 x-i "‘luco rpe^
0x£vd (32QI Ic «r/p*.T 1c dl 'Xf» jqodO) J'xx'oT) Xjsi^noO ©riJ to
to :.»<:?‘rg>e.b eiia ot l>3‘i’?roqfno 'ir*r{J‘XVx «p\y o . Jlr^uoa
/
oB-r.xc'O o £ ^r Xrtelqmr'O v8 '''* oJ Jeo*xi^ "c 'tede^U-
roii oilJ , -^vjIXoO c:'i9du-^o? bellao-v,oxt odd" nl
se'iPrrTTOo noJ^o--' ‘lo ad'X vtJ 8‘xa4‘'^«aJ bvJxfoaqpodq
' i^' ” wl*"
'
'
OOS q beJIrt? odJ ril ncljB0tj/x5 »ifs^63’ X
favorably with that received in schools of education not
under city control*
It is difficult to indicate at what particular stage
of the public school development that appointment by merit
had its origin. It is likely that in 1875, when the school
committee was reorganized, that the first direct step
toward such appointments was made* The school committee in
its annual report for 1876 discussed the duties of the
board of supervisors as follows;
"The appointment of teachers nominated for
election in the School Board, without careful con-
sideration of their qualifications, was an evil
which had begun to show its disastrous effects by
unmistakable signs* Personal solicitations, motives,
of self-interest, kind-heartedness, a dislike to
say No, when it conflicted with the charitable de-
sire to give a needy, though perhaps incompetent
aspirant a means of livelihood, had led many
members of the School Board to obtain teacher’s
places for unfit persons and the soundness of the
schools was thus in process of becoming gradually
but gravely compromised* It was only through the
examination of candidates by competent persons,
whose certificates could be depended upon as
proofs of proper qualification, that this evil could
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be checked. That the conduct of examinations was felt
to be one of the most important functions of the
Supervisors is proved by the fact that at first
it was proposed to give them the title of examiners.
They were meant to attend especially to the secur-
ing of competent teachers by means of examinations,
by inspection of the schools, and by the holding
of biennial examinations of the scholars to test
1
the fitness of the teachers to impart knowledge".
Although this thesis attempts to trace the development
of commercial education in the Boston day high schools,
and this chapter the development of the teaching service,
it is not until 1881 that any mention is made of a teacher
of commercial branches. The catalogue of the English High
School for the school year 1881-82, lists the name of
Manson Seavy - Teacher of Mathematics and Bookkeeping,
As explained further on in this thesis, commercial courses
were not authorized in the high schools until 1897 and not
introduced until 1898, Hence, teachers of commercial sub-
jects were not required earlier.
Examinations by the Board of Supervisors
In 1906, the school committee was again reorganized
and membership was reduced to five, elected at large. With
the advent of the new committee all appointments were
vested in the superintendent* The board of supervisors was
1 Annual Report of the Superintendent, Boston Public Schools,
School Document No, 7 1929 p 51
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given the power to examine and certify candidates for teach
ing positions in the city of Boston* This plan ^provided
that examination of candidates for appointment as teachers
in the public schools should be conducted at Intervals by
the board of supervisors; that these examinations should
test the training, knowledge, aptness for teaching, and
character of candidates; that the board of supervisors
should grant certificates of qualification to persons
successfully passing the examinations, and that the names
of those successfully passing such examinations should be
arranged by the board of supervisors in the order of their
respective qualifications as determined by such examination
Board of Examiners
In 1924, the school committee voted to establish a
board of examiners to take over the examining, visiting,
and certifying of candidates* At present the appointment
of properly qualified teachers is made from the eligible
list determined by the board of examiners* The present
regulations regarding appointments show that:
"Eligible lists of candidates with their respec-
tive ratings shall be established annually by the
board of superintendents and issued on or about
August first* Appointments of teachers, members
of the supervising staff, and school nurses shall
be made from the lists in effect at the time the
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appointments are made. The name of candidates
successfully passing prescribed examinations shall,
from time to time as examinations occur, be added
to said lists when the results of such examinations
and the ratings of candidates shall be reported by
the board of superintendents to the School Committee,
Appointments to permanent positions as teachers,
members of the supervising staff or school nurses
shall be made from the proper eligible lists, can-
didates being considered in the order in which their
names appear. No name shall be passed unless the
person shall refuse appointment or the superintendent
shall certify to the School Committee that there are
good reasons why said person should not be appointed.
In case the person who heads the list refuses appoint-
ment, those next in order on the list shall successive-
1
ly become eligible for appointment,’*
All candidates for teaching positions must conform to
the regulations governing the granting of certificates of
qualification. There are no special requirements for
teachers of commercial branches.
Requirements for High School Certificate
’’Certificates of qualification may be granted
by the board of superintendents, in accordance with
the rules and regulations, to persons who present
1 Rules of the School Committee and Regulations of the
Public Schools of the City of Boston, School Document
#7 - 1934 pp 48, 49
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satisfactory evidence of good character, health,
Boston residence, citizenship, and scholarship,
and satisfactory and documentary evidence of the
date of birth, who successfully pass the required
examinations and who meet the eligibility require-
ments for the particular certificate.
.
The
requirements for the high school certificate:
The degree of Master of Education, Master of Arts,
or equivalent degree from a college or university
approved by the board of superintendents; evidence
of two years’ successful experience in teaching and
governing regular day schools, which experience
shall include at least one year in a college or
secondary school (Grades VII to XII., inclusive)
approved by the board of superintendents; provided
that for holders of the degree of Master of Education
from the Teachers College of the City of Boston,
and for the holders of the degree of Master of Educatloi
from a college or university approved by the board
of superintendents which grants the degree only
upon the completion of two years’ work under the
direction of that institution, one year’s experience
”1
in teaching shall be accepted.
Thus, out of its most humble beginning has emanated
a system of appointing teachers that places teaching in
,
i
1
J
1
1 Rules of the School Committee and Regulations of the
Public Schools of the City of Boston, School Document
No. 7-1934 pp 22, 21, 22
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the Boston schools upon a plane of excellence comparable
learned professions.with that of other

CURRICULUM CHANGES AND THE PRIVATE BUSINESS SCHOOL
Many significant changes took place in the Boston school
during the last twenty-five years of the nineteenth century.
Various curriculum changes, the teaching of vocational sub-
|
jects, and the establishment of a commercial course were the
important educational changes that took place during this
quarter century.
1
In the report of the School Committee for 1876 it is
stated that the course of study and the textbooks used in
I
the various high schools differed essentially and that it
was found necessary to revise the whole system of high
school instruction and to fix a uniform course of study to
be followed by all. The following schools began a three
year uniform course of study at that time:
English High School
Girl*s Hi^ School
Roxbury High School
Dorchester High School
West Roxbury High School
Brighton Hl^ School
Charlestown High School
In this three year course, among other subjects, arith-
metic v/as taught in the first year, bookkeeping in the
second year and arithmetic reviewed in the third year. There
j
is no other mention of a commercial subject in this ’general*
course, which would apply to all hi^ schools except the
Latin School, and it is assumed that the committee regarded
1 School Committee Report for 1876 - Report of the committed
on hi^ schools

the penmanship and geography taught in the grammar schools
as sufficient to meet the needs of the boys and girls of
the time.
One can readily see that a course of this sort would
not adequately prepare a boy or girl for business. Public
school officials did not believe that it was within the
province of the public schools to give business training
and with this lack of encouragement and cooperation from
I
public school educators, commercial training made little
|
progress during most of the nineteenth century.
The Private Business School
At this time private commercial schools were grov/lng
rapidly throughout the land. Industrial life in America
v/as changing, large cities were springing up, new business
required the services of properly trained business workers.
Office workers had to be trained for this growth in American
business and the task was accomplished by the private com-
mercial schools.
In order to appreciate the growth of the business colleg<!
movement it is interesting to refer to a brief history of
the Bryant & Stratton Commercial School now operating
successfully here in Boston: ’’The Bryant & Stratton Commer-
cial School of Boston, had its beginning as one of the
International Chain of Business Colleges founded by those
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pioneers in business education, H. B. Bryant and H. D.
Stratton. The first school was established in the city of
Cleveland, Ohio, in the summer of 1855. The enterprise was
not designed to extend beyond the limits of the city, but
in the spring of 1854 a second institution was founded by
*
the same management in the city of Buffalo. The evident
success of these schools encouraged the broadening of the
field, and in the fall of 1856 the Chicago branch was opened ,,
Then followed in rapid succession the establishment of
additional schools until in 1856 forty-six Institutions in
j
the United States and Canada were operating under the manage*
I
I
ment of these broad-visioned men. It was on January 2, 1865.
that the Boston school opened its doors in the Mercantile
1
Library Building, 32 Summer Street...."
2
Statistics quoted by Dexter show that in 1870 the
number of private commercial schools in the United States wa-
26, with 5824 pupils; in 1875, 131 schools with an enroll-
ment of 26,109; 1880, 162 schools v/ith 27,146 pupils; 1890,
263 schools with 78,982 pupils; and in 1901, 407 schools
with an enrollment of 110,031 pupils.
In spite of the attitude of educators who condemned the
teaching of vocational subjects in the public schools, the
Boston school committee was criticized in the 1870 ’s for
the lack of this kind of education. In order to meet the
criticism, the school committee instituted a course of sewing
1 Bryant & Stratton Commercial School - 65th Anniversary
1925, a booklet.
2 Edwin G. Dexter, A History of Education in the U. S. p 41 :•
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in the Girl’s High School in 1878* In the school reports
j
of 1879 a discussion of shop work to prepare boys for
various mechanical pursuits was discussed. In 1880, $15,000
I
was set aside by the school committee for the installation of
j
shops to train boys in this line of work.
The First Commercial Course
|
In 1897 the committee on high schools offered a two-year
|
commercial course of study that was adopted on September 14,
1897, Due to the crowded conditions in all the high schools
the plan to put this course into operation was impractic-
able in 1897 without seriously interfering with the regular
course of study. It was hoped that the commercial course
would be put into effect with the beginning of the term in
1898.
The school committee documents for 1898 report the be-
ginning of the high school commercial course as follows:
i
"The commercial course of study for high schools which was
formally adopted by the Board in 1897 was put into effect
with the beginning of the term in September last under very
favorable auspices. This course is for two years and in-
cludes instruction in phonography, typewriting, elements of
mercantile law, bookkeeping, commercial geography and arith-
metic., and is designed to afford full equipment for pupils
who desire to fit themselves for active business life.
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Special teachers of recognized ability and long experience
have been needed and the results to be obtained will be
awaited with great interest. The following tabulation shows
the number of pupils who are now taking this course in the
several high schools:
Charlestown High School 45
Dorchester High School 60
East Boston High School 63
English High School 72
Girl* 3 Hi^ School 146
Roxbury Hi^ School 100
1
In order to secure more information relative to the
subjects tau^t in this new commercial course, the catalogues
on file at the English High School were consulted. The
course as taught in this school was undoubtedly similar to
the one taught in the other high schools of the city with the
exception of the Latin School. The catalogue of 1898-1899
gives the commercial curriculum as follov/s:
First Year
English
History
Phonography, Penmanship and Commercial
Foms
Commercial Arithmetic and Bookkeeping
Science
Drawing
Physical Training
Seccgid Year
English
History
Phonography, Typewriting, and Elements
of Mercantile Law
Bookkeeping and Commercial Geography
Physical Training
1 School Committee Report for 1898 - School Document #15
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In the catalogue for 1900-1901, it is noted that a thi
year was offered in the ccxnmercial course. The first two
years were the same as before with the third year as follows
English
Civil Government
Span! sh
Advanced Bookkeeping
Drawing
Phonography, Typewriting and Business
Correspondence
I
I
O'-.
•
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COMMERCIAL HIGH SCHOOL
The introduction of commercial courses in the secondary
'!
schools of the country led to the establishment of high i|
1
1
schools specializing in commercial education* As early as I
1892, Prof. Edmund J. James of the Wharton School of
Philadelphia advocated the establishment of hi^ schools
specializing in the teaching of business subjects*
j
Although it was not until 1897-98 that the commercial
j
course was introduced into the Boston high schools, it was !
but ei^t years later that the school committee ordered that
|
steps be taken to formulate a commercial curriculum for the
1
proposed high school of commerce*
There is presented in the School Committee report for
2 I
1905 some very Interesting information relative to this new
|
high school* The report states that the private schools for
the teaching of business subjects flourished from the time oi’
their establishment some 65 years before this report was
i
written* This great success had been accomplished mainly
at the expense of the citizens of Boston who were obliged
I
to send their children to these institutions for business
|
training* Although it was conceded that public commercial
education was slow in getting started, it was brought out
in this report that the citizens neglected to seek from the
school authorities the means of providing their children
with practical business training*
1 Minutes of the School Committee, 1905, pp 224-225
2 School Committee Report for 1905, School Document #4
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The commercial course which was being followed at the
time this new school was proposed in the various high schools
throughout the city was not wholly successful, and many of
the boys and girls who enrolled for commercial work withdrew
to enter some private business college. The commercial high
school was proposed to aid those pupils who were dissatisfied,
with the commercial curriculum and wished to spend most of
*
their time in learning various business subjects, to assist
j
those who circumstances would not permit their attending
j
a private school and to train young men and women so they
|
might enter business with some degree of ability.
|
The report pleaded for Instruction of the most modem i
j
type. It specified that anple training should be given in
i
i
commission, banking, brokerage, wholesale and retail selling,!
I
manufacturing, insurance, transportation, real estate,
accoTinting and corporation work. An office course should be
provided giving Instruction in billing, mimeographing,
filing, etc. Figures were presented in the report relative
to the number of pupils taking commercial subjects in the
Boston high schools and the implication was that there were
sufficient commercial pupils to warrant the opening of a
high school of business. The report complained that commer-
cial subjects were offered in a variety of ways throughout
the city schools and that commercial courses were not uniforn,
or complete and that circumstances and the abuse of the

elective system helped to break up the continuity of the
course. These factors would not be evident in a high school
of commerce.
The new high school of commerce was opened in 1906
on Winthrop Street, Roxbury,
Course of Study
First Year
Re£uj^r_ed
English
Penmanship (first half)
Business Knowledge and Practice (Second
Physics (half year) half)
Physical Geography (half year)
Algebra
General History
Second Year
Re£ul^r£d
English
German
French or Spanish
Bookkeeping
Commercial Geography (half year)
Local Industries (half year)
Observational Geometry (half year)
Commercial Arithmetic (half year)
Elective
Stenography (to be pursued three years)
Third Year
Re£U^red
Eng 11 sh
German
French or Spanish
Chemistry
Typewriting
Modem History
Economic History
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Third Year (Cont'd)
El£c^ive
Bookkeeping
Stenography
Freehand Drawing
Fourth Year
Re£U^r^
Commercial English (advertising, corres-
pondence first half)
German
French or Spanish
Algebra (review)
Plain Geometry
Typewriting
Commercial Law (first half)
Civil Government (second half)
El^ecjtive
Bookkeeping, Accounting and Typewriting
Stenography and Typewriting
Commercial Design
Chemistry
Economic s 1
Political Economy
One can readily see from this broad curriculum that
commercial education was at last taking an important place
in the Boston system. This course of study was far more
complete than the course offered by the private commercial
i
»
schools in the city.
The new High School of Commerce enjoyed remarkable
success immediately following its opening. The entering
i
class numbered 140 and it v/as predicted that the school
I
would attract at least 1,000 as soon as accommodations for
!
i
I
that number were available. The Business Men*s Committee
j
(a group composed of representative Boston business men in-
I — - -
I 1 School Committee Report for 1906 - School Docimient #11

terested in the progress of the school) cooperated with the
school whole-heartedly by sponsoring various lectures by
|1
Boston business men on business topics. In response to an i
I
I
appeal of this committee, many firms throughout the city
\
I
contributed very generously tov/ard the establishment of a
commercial museum and commercial librai*y in the school. Two
scholarships were made available that would enable two
young men to go to South America and observe business prac-
tices as carried on there.
i
The enthusiasm showed by the boys for this type of in-
struction coupled with the cooperation of the business men
gave the school a healthy start and lifted commercial educa-
tion to the place it deserved in public school instruction.
At the meeting of the Business Men's Committee,
May, 1907, a series of recommendations were presented to the
school board concerning such subjects as the permanent site
of the school, the employment of technically-trained teachers;,
summer employment for students, etc. These recommendations
were adopted by the school board, and it v/as believed they
would be of vital assistance in the development of the
school. So far as it is known, this was the first time
that such cooperation between the school authorities and
business men had been effected in this country. The plan,
however, was not new. It had been in operation for many
years in Germany, and the largest factor in the efficiency
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of the German commercial school had been the influence of
practical business men.
Cooperation with Business Establishments
That the school was being developed along practical
lines is evidenced by several instances enuimerated below.
During the year, groups of students had been taken into bus-
iness houses, v/here, under the direction of competent
guides, the young men were shown the workings of mercantile
|
establishments in actual operation. At weekly intervals
throughout the school year, business men spoke before the
students, talking upon such subjects as. Success in Business,
Business Ethics, Business Organization, etc,
A course of lectures dealing with the local Industries |
of Boston was given by competent authorities. These lectures ^
i
were very valuable to the students giving them reliable in-
formation concerning the vocational possibilities in the !
commercial field of Boston. The course of study of the
j
school permitted a choice of subjects v/hich enabled a young
man to prepare himself for one of the three larger divisions
of the commercial field; i,e,, secretarial work, buying and
selling, and accounting.
It is interesting to note that, as a result of a
particular study of commercial opportunities, the larger
proportion of the young men announced their preference for

the active and creative side of business--buying and selling
The scheme of summer employment proposed by the Busines
Men's Committee was a successful venture* Only the boys who
had completed the second and third years of high school work
were selected as candidates for the summer positions* Boys
who had completed only the first year were considered too
immature to do effective work* A sufficient number of
merchants was found who were willing to give summer employ-
ment to boys sent them from the school* It was very evident
that there were many more business men who were willing to
take boys as permanent employees than those who were willing
to give temporary employment* As the business house must
necessarily be the practical laboratory of business for the
school, it was hoped that a larger number of business men
would be willing in succeeding years to cooperate with the
school in offering summer places to the boys where they
might serve, as it were, a kind of business apprenticeship*
The school had no graduating class in June, 1907, but grad-
uated twenty young men in June, 1908* Consequently, the
school was unable to meet the demand in 1908, for candidates
for permanent employment*
The plan of summer employment was put into operation
in a simple and effective manner* A circular letter was
sent out to the employment managers of those firms offering
assistance* The boys brought with them a statement from
I
I
I
I
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the school covering the items of information of interest
j
to employers. All boys engaged in simmer occupations return|
^
1
ed to the school upon the opening day and brought with them
j
statements from the several business houses covering the
records in the temporary positions. A special circular of
information was prepared, which contained a more or less
particular account of what the experiment was worth. This
circular contained quotations from various letters received
I
from business houses, and showed that, beyond doubt, the
experiment was successful and should be continued during
succeeding years.
When the High School of Commerce was established, a new
plan of organization for Boston high schools was adopted
by the school authorities. The new plan lent itself very
effectively to the purpose of the High School of Commerce.
The old plan of organization did not have in it the oppor-
tunities of employing specialists, who should serve as heads
of departments of the various subjects in the course. The
new school was the first to be organized on the revised
basis. The scheme of organization was of great advantage in
enabling the school to effect the special purpose of its
I
creation.
Of the 117 students who were in the school at the
close of June, 1907, 113 returned to continue the course in
September. This proportion is unusually high, and is proof
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that the students had a due appreciation of the value of
the training afforded them. High standards of school work
were Insisted upon throu^out the year. Students who failed
to reach required standards, whether through indifference or
j
through inability, were not allowed to continue in the school*
Growth of the High School of Commerce
|
ii
With the opening of school in September, 1907, the
registration rose to 335 students, a gain over the registra-
tion of the previous June of over 180 per cent. The gain
would have been even larger had the new building been ready
i
for occupation at the opening of school. It was necessary
to organize the school, pending the completion of the new
school, in two building near Dudley Street. The incon-
venience of these accommodations was marked, there being
no opportunity to conduct a number of the most important
courses of the curriculum. The Fenway building was occupied
October 14, 1907.
The new building was located in the so-called Normal
School group on Huntington Avenue. The structure was called
the Patrick A. Collins building. Originally designed as a
model school in connection with the Normal School, it had
been adapted in its interior arrangement of classrooms,
laboratories, etc., so that it served excellently for the
purpose of the Hi^ School of Commerce. Besides the usual
classrooms, there was a commercial museum, a commercial
'3;-
..".'"'V ".o r,'-''..'. •'f:'
,ia:j
' Icc:!o Ir- ^r.'iah/' J i:, :<:j boIy:.iy-i'h'
beS c. . :’
.
1
.
'jijd'r . . ’•.'C -'lo-'r
"Xo d:- “'•I ,> -l^<i j,«r c-'^
o:’ 0.: ' . ;: -oo on' ;>y;;c 3 .o/’ , '.i .3 ' j.:
O'l "':^:O0 "'C ^377."i .'OCt' ?!C
301
. .
->*.C;r?9 JaO'G .-.' .r-C'i'O. ; 0. o ib.. '.C.'
-
'•'Z '
.
:' V nn jo*; . . -. i: ‘•oj/J (3 oc" f>:o‘i f-o..-'. ‘Co.;.!.; 3'_
'3..;,
. .:; o 'iiq Ofil •X 'V'O lo ' 3/r_ xxirl '..o rLrJi:^
''
'-^30 ••{'. 3^*' •: alb." v;oxJ 3 = 'o fx " r a * V3 jo rf ' /jjxi f
ooox^.-' !:^\r nl .X'o/io' 'lo ^^'^'.^rrO'To oxxd' J':j fioio • ' r
-X',.';:
v;">' o;'u xtc.ld'el'^i.oo -j' oxld' ^
_
,. -.
-
^
r <-.
•yr v-X X X ;*l'' •0..X '01
'j .'-Xe; o'.r~->rJ •: :3Y' 0 ":C X; - '0 n'£''‘‘nno .) 0 orX- Xc . 0 '/
uro:i''.n. t'X X;?: or n 'jj n •' - X';0.r 00 oX '•' ' • (
.
0 '.'— '
•
-‘-i-.' - rr:iT.
** " X “i ' on
,0 • X jj;j nr. - .n • , - rf .1 • S /-‘r "5 '- X nrX , -"'j';X-'-' '''• .3 ;'iOD ori-f X.0 .00 .: " 0
;o-: oO
J].j."‘xcn --jf' 0-0.. Oj..:r nS: gj3\v n..!.' .'‘yoO
boTIon o.rrv o‘x;;0o.; o;
J
d azl. .orri^fvA .:v; j o.' -i -o :: no O''oo:3 IoGi:'ov:
n GO .nr.n,j.:;-o:: ;;o I'xC , .:... ;;X:’'o srbSZz:} J. j-.X
b:\zi jX t '''0 0 X.jo'^xo'! . Xg' f£cX. j-: n. '' > .X X . :a;'o" XoXof.:
^'^.'ycoioo 'Xo 'io. jx3ro;on‘0'-:o •xy‘o:od'£;X cXX ni; .X)^::oX)o /''Sorf
3nJ ‘10 "' "7/ J :r XX; oyn Xovoinn ;X XnivX C 3
^
• X'xoXi^’iocfnX
X •/'no oXX iio^'.'.'Zocx
. o'roru'TcO Xo ''ooX:y: .rX'XX O-iX ';.o oocfX-—;
j-.oX 0';0-^..ii00 “
. j.i'o cifUt Xr<Xo'i‘;'r';^c.
0
.•' '0'/
o."';! X , oriO'Ci.?. no.ro
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In September, 1909, the school outgrew its quarters
and an annex was established for 178 boys in rooms hired in
I
1
the Mechanics Building on Huntington Avenue* Even with this!
i
annex the room provided was inadequate and a building was
needed to accommodate a thousand' pupils* There were 588
applicants for admission to the school in September, 1910,
but a large number were rejected because of lack of room*
Had all of these been admitted the membership would have
been 1,138*
The school committee realized that new and larger
quarters had to be procured for this school* The enthusiasm
displayed by parents and pupils for this school, coupled
with the enviable records of graduates in the business world,
far exceeded the expectations of those who were instrumental
in its founding*
In the Fall of 1915, the new High School of Commerce
building on Avenue Louis Pasteur was occupied for the first
time* This beautiful building, situated across from the
Public Latin School in a fine section of the city, is a
fitting example of the progress business education has made
in the city of Boston.
The popularity of business education increased many
fold and hundreds of young men were attracted to the new
school with its splendid equipment for business training*
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A graduate course of one year was added to the curriculum
and many boys availed themselves of this extra study in
order to be better prepared for the needs of business.
The quality of instruction was of the highest order
and in this connection it is interesting to note that in
1
1928 five per cent of the Certified Public Accoxmtants of
Massachusetts were graduates of this school.
The High School of Commerce was the ansv/er to the need
of a separate high school specializing in commercial work.
From the time of its founding it has prepared thousands of i
young men for business, and numbered among its alumni are
1
1
many prominent business men who are grateful for the train- i
1
I
ing given them in this fine school.
|
!
1
1 Annual Report of the Superintendent, Boston Public Schools
1928 p 46
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMMERCIAL CURRICULUM SINCE 1900
With the beginning of the new century, commercial ed-
ucation began to free itself from the shackles of those
I
educators who believed that vocational training was not a
j
I
function of the public school system. As it is brought out
!
I
in previous chapters the commercial course was adopted and
following that the commercial high school. This chapter '
attempts to trace the changes in the commercial curriculixm
|
i
in the Boston high schools since 1900,
The influence of business men had become an important
factor in public school business training. They were not
content with employing office workers who had only received
a brief training leading to the acquisition of certain skills,,
The people of the business v/orld looked to the high schools
to supply them with young men and women better trained than
the graduates of the private business schools.
The private commercial schools gave short intensive
courses in penmanship, bookkeeping, arithmetic, stenography,
typewriting, and commercial law. It is only to be expected
I
that the tuition-paying pupils desired to be "educated”
|
for a position in as short a time as possible. The main
j
object of these schools was to turn out a graduate in the
shortest possible period and brevity of the training time
became one of the strongest arguments in business college
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advertising. Publishing houses turned out short-term book-
keeping and shorthand systems. Efficiency, thoroughness, the
future prospect of the student were all sacrificed that the
student might be graduated in six months or less. The bus-
iness schools became so popular and attracted so many pupils
of high school age that the high school organized commercial
courses in self defense. The motive was unworthy. It meant
bribing pupils to stay in school and gave no thought to
community needs or service to the pupils. As originally ad-
opted, the high school commercial subjects were those taught
in the business college and the educators thought they were
fulfilling their obligations if they could turn out pupils
i
ready to step into bookkeeping and secretarial positions.
They soon realized that the changing concepts of what con-
stituted a business education made it necessary for the high
schools to introduce new courses based on business needs.
Broad Elective Plan
In 1900 it was proposed by the superintendent in his
1
annual report that all studies in the high schools should be
elective. It was his contention that the pupil would benefit
more if he were allowed, under the guidance of teachers
and parents, to select those subjects best adapted to his
personal needs. The student would not be required to take
any study for which he had no use. If the pupil was in-
terested in a commercial course he would select those studies
1 Annual Report of the Superintendent, Boston Public Schools
1900 - p 65
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that would, best fit him for a business career. If the
university was the goal of the student, he would be allowed
and advised to take those electives that v/ould prepare him
for his advanced study.
In the following year, 1901, the superintendent gave
more thought to the elective plan that was first mentioned
in the previous year,
1
At the beginning of his report the superintendent re-
ferred to the comraercial course which was adopted in the
high schools just a few years previous. The superintendent
declared that the commercial course was the result of an
urgent demand for commercial instruction and that it turned
out to be an unsatisfactory piece of work. It was his belieJ’
that the commercial course was but a temporary makeshift
and that it should soon be replaced by something better.
Further study of the report brings to li^t the first
step in the development of the commercial curriculum in the
Boston high schools. It was consti*ucted by taking the first
two years in the regular high school course, omitting all
the foreign languages, algebra, and geometry and filling
their places v/ith phonography, typewriting, commercial
arithmetic, bookkeeping, commercial geography, and the
|
I
elements of mercantile law. These studies combined with the
j
remaining subjects in the regular course constituted the |
t
I
first commercial course.
1 Annual Reoort of the Superintendent, Boston Public School
1901 - p 21
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This combination of studies had little to recommend it
from an educational point of view and in practice it was
found that it was ill-suited to the wants of many# Some
pupils would have found a foreign language, algebra, or
geometry more serviceable to their commercial studies than
ancient history, botany, zoology, or drawing* These last
four named subjects were the remaining studies after the
commercial subjects had been added to the curricul-um* This
arrangement did not prove satisfactory and steps to elimin-
ate the difficulty were taken by offering a wide elective
plan*
Thus the same plan, which was suggested in 1900, was
again advocated by the superintendent in 1901* The super-
intendent pleaded that pupils should be allowed to take
those studies best suited to their personal needs* The
process of electing studies would be under the guidance of
parents and teachers*
In this same discussion there were two plans presented
to make the high school more serviceable to the community*
One plan was to classify the educational needs of all pupilsJ
frame a course of study to meet each class of needs, and
offer a choice between these courses* The other plan was
to draw up a list of studies covering the needs of all
pupils and to permit pupils to group themselves according to
their needs by choosing the practical studies they would
Boston University
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take In the authorized list.
Although the elective plan allowed a great deal of
freedom in selecting studies there were definite require-
ments specified for diploma awards. Diplomas were granted
for qusility and quantity of work. The amount of work
represented by one hour a week for one year in any elective
study or exercise counted as one point towards a diploma,
1
The number of hours a week, or diploma points, assigned to
j
each study was three, four, or five, as determined by the
|
{
headmasters with the approval of the Board of Supervisors, •
1
A full year’s work was credited with 20 points, 5 for re-
quired exercises and 15 for elective studies in each of the
first three years, and 20 for elective studies in the
fourth year. The required studies were Gymnastics or Mil-
itary Drill, Music or some study substituted for Music,
and Hygiene,
This broad elective plan was in existence for about
nine years when it became apparent that it was not satis-
factory, In the annual report of the superintendent for
1
1910 it was brought out that a continuance of the elective
plan was not justified b- the results. The curriculiim
lacked definiteness and aim and failed to include subjects
essential to success in any line of work. The elective
system was intended to be a motivating principle as well as
a means of meeting Individual differences. However, the
1 Annual Report of the Superintendent, Boston Public Schools
1910, Document #10, p 24
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system was based too much upon the exaltation of the student'
individuality and not upon the demands of society. It was
too subjective; it sent the boy out with the idea that societ
had to conform to his wishes rather than he had to fit
society. The elective system gave no adequate heed to com-
munity or social needs, disregarded the economic laws of
supply and demand applying to employment, and in the case of
the unadapted individual led him to think he was right and
that society was wrong. Consequently, the course of study
in high schools v/as amended so as to require certain essentia
subjects of all pupils such as English, an.d to place such
restrictions upon electives that the whole course of each
pupil would represent continuous and progressive education.
Further Improvements in the High School Curriculum
This change improved the high school curriculum by
establishing definite alms and objectives to be met by the
pupils. Commercial education aimed to prepare for a job,
to enable the individual pursuing the work to fit into
economic society and to benefit himself by meeting an evident
demand for his talent, A considerable number of pupils
elected the commercial branches In their high schools.
While the applications for admission to the High School of
Commerce were far in excess of the capacity of the school,
instruction in commercial subjects was also sought by large
numbers In correspondence schools, commercial and business
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colleges, and either private or semi-private institutions.
It was clear, therefore, that there was an increasing de-
mand for this kind of Instruction which was only in part
met by public school facilities. Public school commercial
education failed to recognize the newer demands of a
rapidly expanding business world and ignored the increas-
ing complexities of commerce, which had created a whole
new array of commercial functions, Arthur D, Dean in the
1
"Workers and the State" called attention to the fact that
twenty-five percent of the industrial occupations of 1910
did not exist a generation previously.
Commercial education in the Boston high schools had
made substantial developments and improvements since its
adoption into the schools. Better accommodations had been
provided, more adequate equipment and apparatus furnished,
teachers better trained and paid had been employed. In this
advance, however, commercial education progressed only with
the general improvement in the school system. The people
had grown in faith in the worth of commercial education;
more money had been spent and more opportimities demanded
in the schools. Business education had advanced with the
development of the school system, but had not kept pace
with the growth of business; it had progressed with the
schools, but not with business; it had studied the trend of
the school but not the trend of business; its leadership
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had been scholastic, not commercial* As a matter of fact,
commercial education was of the school, schoolish, and not
of the business house, business-like*
Central Clerical School Proposed
In order to meet, in part, this criticism the super-
intendent recommended the establishment of a Central Clerical
School to be in session from 9 A,M* to 5 P.M., 12 months
of the year* The following features were planned:
j
(1) Highly specialized work for vocational ends.
|
(2) Provision for as rapid an advancement as the
|
ability of the pupil permitted*
(3)
Graduation depending upon an attainment of
a certain degree of proficiency regardless of the
length of attendance*
At a meeting of the school committee held on February
7, 1910, an order was passed to establish such a school to
begin July 11, 1910 and at a later m.eeting the following
general plan for its conduct was submitted by the Board of
Superintendents
:
(1) That pupils, residents of Boston, who had
successfully completed two years of the regular high
school course were to be admitted to the school in the
order of application*
(2) That the subjects taught were to be book-
keeping, English, commercial arithmetic, phonography, ty]: e-
I
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Twriting, penmanship, filing, and office machines.
(3) That these subjects ?/ere to be presented with
the object in viev/ of preparing pupils for commercial
or secretarial work.
(4) That much freedom was to be allowed pupils
in the selection of subjects of study.
(5) That pupils were to be advanced as rapidly
as their ability permitted and that a certificate would
be granted at any time the subject was satisfactorily
completed.
However, in June, 1910, it became apparent that finan-
cial conditions for the fiscal year would not permit the
opening of the school and the order establishing it was
’’reluctantly rescinded”.
There is no further mention of a commercial school that
would hold sessions from 8 A.M. to 5 P.M., 12 months a year.
In 1914, the Boston Clerical School was established and it
may be inferred that this was an outgrowth of the earlier
proposal. The Boston Clerical School, which was in the
nature of a municipal business college, would not be classed
as a day high school inasmuch as it admitted only those girls
v/ho had completed at least two years above the eighth grade.
In fact, a large percentage of the pupils enrolling were
graduates of an approved high school.
The next step in the development of the commercial
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curriculiim took place in 1911 when an order establishing
an intensified coTnmercial course at the Roxbury High School
1
was passed by the school committee. The order which was
designed to give an intensive course for girls provided that
no additional boys were to be admitted to this school and
the boys who were already in the school would be permitted
to continue until they were graduated or permanently dis-
charged.
This intensified course was Introduced for two distinct
purposes. First: To offer to those elementary school grad-
uates who would not otherwise attend high school, special
vocational training as stenographers or bookkeepers; a
short course that could be completed in two years or less,
and would save them the expense of attending a private school
Second; To afford additional vocational training to pupils
taking the regular commercial course by substituting for
extraneous subjects at present required for a diploma more
work in phonography, typewriting, or bookkeeping. Three
divisions were started in the freshman class in Septem.ber,
1911. The program of study for the two year phonography
2
course was as follows;
First year
English 10 periods
Phonography 8 ”
Typewriting 6 ”
Office Hour 1 ”
Physical Training
and Study 5
i
1
1
i
1
i
i
1 Report of the School Committee, Boston Public Schools
1911, Document #15 pp 32-34
2 Ibid. Doc^Jment n pp 15 , 14
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Second year
Engli sh
Phonography
Typewriting
Office Hour
Commercial Arith*
Mercantile Law
Hygiene
Physical Training
and Study
7 periods
8
4
1
3
1
The two year bookkeeping course was as follows:
First year
English
Bookkeeping
Commercial Arith.
P enman ship
Office Hour
Physical Training
and Study
Second year
English
Bookkeeping
Commercial Arith,
Mercantile Law
Office Hour
Hygiene
Physical Training
and Study
10 periods
4 "
4 »
4 «
1 «
7 oeriods
8 ’*
4 ••
5 ”
1 ”
1 "
At the time this intensified course was under discuss-
ion the commercial course in the general high schools of
the city was grov/ing rapidly and many boys and girls were
attracted by the business subjects offered. Pupils were
not allowed a free rein in the selection of studies and
were expected to complete certain definite requirements be-
fore a diploma was awarded. These requirements were in
direct contradiction to the plan that was in vogue from 1900
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to 1910, It may be recalled, however, that the elective
plan was revised in 1910.
Diploma Requirements
and
Complete Commercial Curriculum
The diploma requirements for the ten general high school;
1
read as follows: "Diplomas are granted for quantity and
quality of work as follov/s: (a) the amount of work repre-
sented by one period a week for one year in any study counts
one point toward a diploma, (b) two periods of unprepared
recitations or laboratory work are considered equivalent
to one period of prepared work, (c) a full year's work con-
sists of twenty points, A diploma is awarded to pupils who
have won eigb-ty points which usually requires four years
attendance.
"Required sub;iects and points for a diploma:
English at least 12 points
Same Foreign Language
or Phonography and Type, " " 7 "
Mathematics or
Bookkeeping it n ^ ti
History ti n 3 "
Science " " 3 "
Physical Training " " 8 "
Hygiene tt ii 1 "
Plus sufficient points in elective subjects to
make a total of 80 points".
Following this tabulation of requirements there is a
suggested commercial curriculum which reads as follows:
\
\
'
1
!
1 Report of the School Committee, Boston Public Schools,
1912, Document #10, p 40
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First Year
English
French, German, or Spanish
Bookkeeping I
History
Hygiene
Choral Practice
Physical Training
Third Year
English III
Commercial Geography
Phonography and Type II and
Bookkeeping III
-or-
Phonography and Type II
Elect onet
French, German, or Spanish
Bookkeeping III
Physics I or Chemistry I
History or Civics
Drawing
Required ;
Choral Practice III
Physical Training III
In 1913 there were 6,000 pupils taking the commercial
course in the general hi^ schools. This course had for
its main objective the preparation of young men and women
for stenographic and bookkeeping positions. Yet, it was
estimated in a survey conducted at that time that only about
15^ of the commercial positions called for these special
abilities and that a large part of the work in a business
house consisted of salesmanship, care of stock, etc*
Surveys Leading to a Better Commercial Course
V/hen it was ascertained that the commercial course
Second Year
English II
French, German, or Spanish II
Phonography and Type. I
Bookkeeping II
Algebra or Introductory
Science
Choral Practice II
Physical Training II
Fourth Year
English IV
Phonography and Type III
Electives
French, German, or Spanish
Mercantile Law
Civil Sei’vlce
Economic s
Industrial History
Histoiy, Science, or Drav/ing
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was only preparing pupils for 15^ of the available business
positions, it was readily conceded that the curriculum was
not fulfilling its purpose and that the course of study was
in need of an immediate change. In order to formulate a
curriculum best adapted to the needs of the business world
it was proposed that two surveys be conducted by the
Boston Chamber of Commerce and the Women’s Educational and
Industrial Union in cooperation with the business establish-
ments of the city. These surveys were under the supervision
of Assistant Superintendent of Schools Frank V. Thompson
who was in charge of commercial education at that time.
The Chamber of Commerce sent out 5,000 question blanks
to clerical and non-clerical workers in a highly diversified
group of business establishments to determine v/hat subjects
taught in school were chiefly of value in their occupation.
Question blanks were presented to about 200 business houses
in order to determine the character of training required of
employees. The results of this survey were as follows;
(1) The better positions were reached eventually through
the non-clerical rather than the clerical side of business,
(2) There were so few men occupied or needed in clerical
positions, probably only a few hundred, that it is not worlh
while for boys to devote themselves to stenographic training,
(3) Statistics show clearly the value of a high school
education for advancement in business, (4) The technical
le
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subjects most used in business taught in school were ranked
in the following order: penmanship, mental arithmetic,
bookkeeping, t 3rpewriting and stenography,
j
The investigation conducted by the Women’s Educational '
and Industrial Union concerned 1177 women in offices; 2%
were bookkeepers, 57^ were clerks, and 40^ were stenographers
and typists. The survey made a comparison of the education
given by private business schools with that given by the
high schools and the results seemed to show that the former
produced workers with inadequate general education and the
latter produced workers with inadequate preparation in the
special business subjects. As a result of these reports
Asst. Supt, Thompson directed his attention to revising
the commercial curriculum that would best prepare the com-
mercial pupils for business.
In his recommendations, Mr. Thompson pleaded that the
form and content of business training must be drawn from
business itself. He declared that commercial education in
the future would not be limited to the preparation for a
few commercial vocations such as bookkeepers and stenog-
raphers but should expand to include preparation for a wide
range of different activities. One can see from his in-
troductory recommendations that this executive was more or
less disturbed with the results of the surveys conducted in
the city that showed such a small percentage using the
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studies presented in the commercial courses of the high
schools
•
Mr, Thompson pointed out that with the changing business'
conditions education should be in a position to prepare
i
I
I
boys and girls for the wide range of occupations found in
|
I
industry# Opportunity for practice under actual conditions
was regarded as of more than ordinary importance# In an
argument for actual business practice it was pointed out
that the medical student was given the opportunity of
hospital experience, the normal school graduate was given
opportunity for practice teaching, the trade school student
worked in the school shop which commonly turned out a product
sold under competitive terms in an open market or else
v/orked part time in an actual shop under real conditions#
The commercial course granted the pupils the privilege of
working in a model office in order to get as near actual
practice as possible# Yet the model office v/ork v;as con-
cerned largely v;ith teaching bookkeeping, stenography, type-
writing, and office practice, while the surveys showed that
the large percentage of business employees were not engaged
in these pursuits. Although this "model office" arrangement
in the high school was very commendable it had many
limitations# This "office" could not begin to prepare boys
and girls for the m.any diverse occupations found in business
establishments. It was pointed out that actual business
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experience along with the high school study was essential
for a proper commercial training.
Salesmanship and Merchandising
Members of the school committee took kindly to Mr,
Thompson’s suggestions and. accordingly salesmanship was in-
troduced in the hi^ schools in 1914, under the direction of
Mrs. Lucinda W, Prince, Through her training school in
salesmanship, Mrs, Prince secured teachers and organized
the work in nine higji schools. She also effected an arrange-
ment with 12 of the leading stores whereby the students
could get store experience on Saturdays, Mondays, and school
I
holidays. The course of study included salesmanship, tex-
tiles, design, commercial arithmetic, and English closely
related to the needs of salesmanship students.
Students in the commercial course were allowed to elect
in their junior and senior years the salesmanship course
and devote most of their time to this and related subjects,
A director of the work was appointed who acted as coordinator
between the store and school making arrangements for the
work of the students in the stores.
The cooperative merchandising plan enjoyed remarkable
success and it served as an example to other cities many of
which added salesmanship to the curricula of their high
schools. Many cities sent representatives to Boston to
study the plan in order that they might introduce the same
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curriculum in their school systems
The cooperative plan took a strong hold upon the
schools and business institutions of the city. There seemed
to be a grov/ing opinion that this was the great means of
connecting schools with business life—utilizing many forms
of business for the practical experience and the schools
for the theoretical knowledge.
In 1917 there were ten general hi^ schools that
offered, in addition to other courses, a broad commercial
curriculum. The ten general high schools being operated in
Boston at that time were the following;
Brighton High School
Charlestown High School
Dorchester High School
East Boston High School
English High School
Girl's High School
Hyde Park High School
Roxbu]?y High School
This commercial course of study although generous in
the number of electives offered, was the best ever presented
in the Boston high schools and the inclusion of a merchandis-
ing course along with the secretarial and accounting course
seemed to indicate that the efforts of Asst, Supt, Thompson
a few years previous was in a large measure responsible for
this revision.
The commercial curriculum remained very much the same in
the years following 1917, The salesmanship course attracted
many pupils and the cooperative plan introduced in 1914
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made remarkable progress. In 1924, the salesmanship course
was being given in ten high schools, three evening high
schools, and the Continuation School. At that time there
were 1400 pupils availing themselves of the opportunity to
train for the profession of selling. The salesmanship
course in the general high schools was of four kinds:
(1) General salesmanship (also with Merchandising
for boys in Grades XI and XII.)
(2) Retail selling for the girls in Grades XI, XII
(5) Cooperative week-in and week-out retail sales-
manship given in Grades XI and XII
(4) Short unit course in salesmanship for store
class.
All the salesmanship classes conducted in the Boston
I
public schools had as a basis of instruction essential prac-
{
tical experience of store work. Pupils in all salesmanship
classes were required to work in an approved mercantile
establishment a minimum of at least 15 days before they were
given credit in the course. They were encouraged to work
Saturdays, every day for one, two or three weeks before
Christmas, and possible a v/eek or two before Easter. They
were employed as salespeople, markers, workers on stock,
delivery workers, and shippers. They were paid a minimum
of $2 a day and many pupils earned from $100 to $550 a year
in this way.
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The objectives of this course were as follows:
j
(1) To train pupils for the profitable occupations,
for which training has fully established its value*
(2) To assist the merchant in solving his prob-
lem of serving the public more efficiently,
(3) To open a new way for the placement of the
high school graduate*
(4) To train pupils to accept responsibilities
by placing them in contact with actual business before
leaving school*
Mr* Louis J, Pish, Commercial Coordinator in 1924,
reviews this phase of commercial education as follows:
"The Merchants of Boston through the Retail Board of !
the Chamber of Commerce are chiefly responsible with the
|
school authorities for the success of the salesmanship
j
j
courses. A committee of the personnel group from the stores I
and a committee of headmasters from the high schools ad- !
minister the course* Meetings are held frequently and
problems are discussed***. The merchants are appreciative
of the efforts being made by the school authorities to in-
struct and make available trained workers for the field of
selling. The cooperation of the merchants has added a
great deal of value to the course and has proved very ben-
eficial to the pupils and at the same time it has simplified
the work of the teachers* The school authorities heartily
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Iapprove of experience under actual business conditions as
j
a fitting complement to the theoretical training in sales-
manship, School cooperation has been so well developed on th(;i
basis of practical usefulness to the stores and greater
opportunity for development to the pupils that many stores
depend upon the high schools to furnish them the extra aid
that is needed on Saturdays and at holiday times.
Requests from the stores for services of the high
school pupils are referred to a commercial coordinator who
takes up the matter with teachers of salesmanship in the
various schools. The teachers arrange for the work and
keep on file a record of the store experience, the mamber
of days employed, the coirpensation, etc,...
During the month of December, 1923, over 1200 pupils
went out to work in the Boston stores and earned a total of
1
|39,808,80."
During the past ten years commercial education in the
Boston day hi^ schools has enjoyed phenomenal success. The
subjects comprising the commercial curriculum have attracted
thousands of boys and girls intent on receiving a training
that would prepare them for the business world.
Commercial education in the Boston day high schools
has been broader and more complete than the business school
offerings and the challenge hurled by the private business
school during the middle and latter part of the past century
1 Annual Report of the Superintendent, Boston Public Schools
1924, Document #17, Report of the Comraercial Coordinator
;
L ouis J. Pish, pp 172 - 178 i
I

was adequately and successfully met by the Boston school
system. Business training in the city schools did not limit
itself to training clerks and office v/orkers. Its main pur-
pose was not the teaching of certain skills to be acquired
by the student in a short space of time in order that he
might find employment in a mercantile establishment. It
directed its attention to giving, in addition to the techni- j
1
I
cal business knowledge, some thought that would give the
j
I
students an insight into the vast business world around !
I
them • i
I
In the day high schools throughout the city the follow-
j
ing subjects are open to members of the commercial course: '
stenography, bookkeeping, merchandising, salesmanship,
commercial law, typewriting, commercial geography, office
practice, penmanship, economics, history of commerce,
business knowledge and practice, and commercial design.
The Commercial Council, a group composed of high school
commercial department heads, which was established in 1908
for the purpose of bettering business education through
cooperative effort in various matters of departmental ad-
ministration, has made valuable contributions to the
curriculum from time to time,
I
The past decade has witnessed a growing imorovement in i
I
the methods of teaching these subjects. The rigid require-
|
ments that must be met by teachers before they are allowed !
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to enter the Boston service, the addition of modem up-to-
date business office machinery, the valuable interchange of
ideas among schools under the guidance of a competent head
of commercial education have all contributed toward making
a better system of commercial education in the Boston day
high schools*
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CONCLUSION
"Although training for business is of more recent
origin than any other line of scientific training, there are
more students taking this type of training today than there
are in all other unit vocational schools combined. The ex-
pansion of the curriculum in high schools was brought about
by the demands of the pupils, the v/lshes of the parents, the
|
needs of business and the threat of migration to the business i
i
college. As a result of these definitely voiced demands the '
1
!
commercial course in our high school has come into its own", i
The subject matter in this thesis is in a way an
j
I
elaboration of the above quotation, and the four factors
j
I
I
responsible for the development of the curriculum as out-
lined by Mr. Fish, are discussed within the pages of this
dissertation.
|
It might be well to give some thought in this conclusion
i
to the present status of commercial education and to deter-
mine v/hether there is room for further advancement in this
type of vocational instruction.
In this connection, Mr. Raymond G. Laird, Head Master of
the Boston Clerical School, was authorized by the school
committee on March 5, 1928 to make a survey of commercial
education in the cities of Worcester, Providence, New Haven,
Brooklyn, New York City, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati J
I
Detroit, Fordson, Mich., Cleveland, and Buffalo. It is from ^
1 Annual Report of the Siiperintendent
,
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1
Mr, Laird’s report that the following conclusions concern-
ing the success attained by Boston and the future of this
type of education was drawn. It was assumed that the schools
in the above named twelve cities represented a fair cross-
section of organized commercial instruction in the eastern
portion of the United States,
The purpose of this survey can best be set forth in
Mr, Laird’s own words:
’’The object of the trip was to learn (after the phenom-
enal growth in recent years in this branch of education)
whether in view of all the circumstances it might appear that
training for business has reached its height and that such
1
training is likely to become stationary or to re surge in the
future; to ascertain if, in those cities, there^ were note-
worthy achievements or experiments, the knowledge or adoption
I
of which might be valuable to Boston schools; and to obtain
{
an understanding of how commercial education, as conducted
in the Boston school system, compares with that of the cities
named,”
Mr, Laird was granted every courtesy throughout his
trip and reported that the Boston system was highly commended
for its plan of business education. Teachers and school
officials in the ccmnunitles marveled at the numbers
Boston was educating for business life because the traditions
of the city generated in their minds was classical rather
1 Annual Report of the Superintendent, Boston Public Schools
1928 pp 55 - 98
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1
than commercial.
As to the future of commercial training it is interesting
to review the comments of this head master who had the oppor-
tunity to meet many teachers on this survey. It may be re-
called that the fear of commercial education just a few
years previous was that it was educating too many bookkeepersj
stenographers, and typists and in order to relieve this
situation a broad course of salesmanship and merchandising
was introduced, Mr, Laird's observations seemed to indicate
that the pendulum will swing the other way and that the sub-
jects of shorthand, typewriting, and bookkeeping will be the
most emphasized subjects of the curriculum. He declares
that those who have studied these three subjects do not
regard the learning time as wasted even though they did not
use this knowledge in business.
In support of his contention that more thought will
again be given to shorthand, typewriting, and bookkeeping,
1
Mr, Laird refers to a survey embracing the part-time study
habits of 4336 clerical workers in 54 concerns in 31 cities
of 15 states, and Canada, It was evident from the returns
that from two to three times as many of these office people
were taking shorthand, typewriting, bookkeeping, and Business
English, as were studying office practice, business manage-
ment, calculating machine operation, business law, sales-
manship, and economics. In spite of the claim that business
1 Harvard Bulletins. in -Education, #12. 1927, p99
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schools, both public and private, are turning out more
stenographers than business can absorb, it seems signifi-
j
cant that these young people, who in their daily employment
were in constant contact with bookkeepers and stenographers,
should use part of their after-work time to qualify for these
fields
,
The teaching of shorthand, typewriting, and bookkeeping
in secondary schools cannot be over-emphasized* IVhether
or not the graduates use this training in business should
not be the only consideration in determining their value*
Bookkeeping as a training for keeping personal records,
shorthand for personal note-taking, and typewriting for
personal correspondence all seem to Indicate that these sub-
jects are exceptionally find vocational training for anyone*
Althou^ these subjects are of high vocational value,
one cannot lose sight of the fact that the other studies
in the high school commercial curriculum are essential
and contribute toward making the course a well-balanced
training for life*
fv
t ••
n.*'
.
ctr/o :>i lr^>tvO bna olldfsq riioC ^ ".lc6'io^
•‘X'^bct- 1'' sir-rie :ii: ,c'ct. -.aV. “>> cj.onlejjj'cf rtBifd' .^t:oi;£
c^xio;rv'roXf:::^ ^X;:;>£) 'iloriJ- nl -.xv" .^^Xi.oeq giiLfO^: ^coaw liiipo
. '.c;iP^.aot: ton liix jqc o:^j>Iooci i'lqiv: ;taBo%iOO J.uiionoo ai o^x^iv:
3 :^; ^ 'rc'^;. •X-iX.C’xjLfp O'! 3''f.?:J' p'-xov. d''>j3 'Id :]’‘i;-rT oa;/ ftXtorfs^
. iiDX;i
.^‘r/X-ti^eJi^'ood />ir" ..-nXXjViV'oqy:* , ^tuv xO
,
i' .l•^)r’,Ou .pirr
•X .’.•[lor-' . fte-a.tJH/f'iriiD- iovo ocJ vloijxuio .ni . OJ'O ; vn; -"ibft''.3 38 ni
M>;caa eamrcIaLyf ii.'": Qrii; r-.i'Jtci’ ja/j aPctBX/xV.'x^ t-iW 'XO
.
^//Ixjv *-x..*:o 'w Jjj- j.nl.f^XDd’pj'* n.t n^' i.i£'XD>iX?;noo TCno Dr;''J acf ^en
, £''"’xoo:>‘x Ib/iouxcdu ^.;/ ao*^. ,PD.uiIxj‘td' xi oi [cnXqoD-frloi'S
7.; ’x g^'iv<- ‘lOx toni'fo'ior!;..;
.! €*A
“D'rx^ 3::.->r':t d-n\J Dxh^oXtoi oi fiG;0e XXXii DonetoC '.uo'i'lco X;iPO<;p:ac
‘lo .’. 3:iXn^'x;i Xprfoic)/ ikv toX't r?:j:cI'd'quov:'‘ " alnDf.
.
';; !!• V Xi*.iiO.{;;fr.oov iv^\ii.L ip
--“Xx’ D.>oe'v.to: -la >ni xXB-'fOiiXI.-'k
n j.r. ijjjcJ pvn:-,;- i./riu Joc'i oxiri’ “lo «vpX ..)::c
XnlcJ-iiD ;-D d ir, r£j.X;jcI‘i'^xTD X j.to'ie ' j 'oo loo.'Ior*, xlv ori:! ni.
bsTort*:' rnrf- r ;p>,v '^lU tonivoX tor
ISXmiAKI I
Coinraercial education did not play a prominent part
in the early years of Boston's educational history. There
were subjects taught in the Public Latin School, which was
foTinded in 1635, that later became an important part of the
high school commercial course. However, it cannot be said
that business education had its birth in this school because
the main objective of the school was preparing boys for the
university.
The English High School was established in 1821 in
order to prepare boys for the "mercantile and mechanical"
pursuits of life. The commercial course in the Boston high
schools had its beginning in this school.
A high school for Girls was established in Boston in
1825 but was abandoned in 1828. In 1854 high school classes
for girls were introduced into the Normal School. In this
curriculum were subjects that later formed an important part
of the commercial curriculum.
In common with other communities, Boston was late in
devising an adequate plan leading to the appointment of
teachers. At the turn of the twentieth century more thought
i
was given to the selection of teachers, and with the estab- |
I
'
lishment of the Board of Examiners in 1924, rules and regula*|
tlons were adopted that would insure a competent teaching !
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Inasmuch as the public schools were slow in offering
commercial education, the private business schools furnished
a large percentage of office help during the nineteenth
century* The element of time was an important consideration
in the formation of the business school curriculum* The
short-time offerings of the business schools did not meet
with the whole-hearted approval of the business men* This
factor coupled with the demands of pupils and parents that
the city should furnish commercial education, led to the
adoption of the commercial course. The first commercial
course was introduced in 1898.
The commercial course attracted large ntunbers and this
success was followed by the opening of the Hi^ School of
Commerce in 1906* This school was established by the School
Board in order to give boys a better business training than
they would receive in a day hi^ school. This school en-
joyed remarkable success but its accommodations were in-
adequate to meet the demands of all the boys who desired en-l
trance. Various buildings were used to house the classes
and in 1916 the new High School of Commerce building on
Avenue Louis Pasteur was opened.
'
As a result of two surveys conducted in 1913 to deter-
mine the value of business subjects taugiht, it was felt that
the commercial course was not preparing the majority of
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Ipupils for business* In order to correct this state of
affairs a broad course in salesmanship was introduced into
the curriculum* The cooperative salesmanship plan was
adopted and many of the Boston stores cooperated with the
schools in allowing pupils to work part-time in order that
they might obtain some practical experience in store work*
Although late in becoming an important part of the
Boston school system, the commercial course in the day high
schools is now a well developed curriculum and a large
percentage of boys and girls elect this plan of work for
their high school education*
I
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